Selective preservation of oral spelling without semantics in a case of multi-infarct dementia.
A 70 year old retired van driver, with a diagnosis of multi-infarct dementia, showed features associated with transcortical sensory aphasia, with excellent repetition, a severe anomia, poor semantic comprehension and fluent speech. He was able to spell orally words which he did not understand, as well as nonwords; he wrote to dictation only after first spelling the words orally. Some of his spellings provided evidence for a dissociation between semantics and the graphemic output lexicon, the application of sub-word rules and partial lexical knowledge. These findings are interpreted in terms of a cognitive neuropsychological model.